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WELCOME!

We are so glad you are joining us today!
Please use the chat to introduce yourself!
(This helps us with attendance for our notes!)

@ Full Name & Preferred Pronouns
@ Organization or Community Role

@ Email (professionals only)

WWW.southsoundautism.org



WHO WE ARE

The South Sound Autism Partnership is a community
gathering of individuals, families, providers, and
organizations who are part of the Autism community within
the South Puget Sound area of Washington State.

Our primary purpose is to increase awareness, acceptance
and advocacy of Autism to provide support for our
community and impact change.

WWW.southsoundautism.org
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OUR GOALS
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To strengthen and coordinate
the existing resources through
building authentic relationships
in the South Puget Sound area
that serve our community.

To identify and further clarify

the unmet needs of our
community and help develop
resources to meet those
needs.
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To provide comprehensive
information regarding
needed supports for our
community throughout the
lifespan.




Parent Trainingand Information (PT1)

PAVE’s Parent Training and Information (PTI)
Program helps families, youth, and professionals
PARENT navigate special education and disability services
TRAINING for individuals ages 0-26.

& INFORMATION eOffers direct support, training, and resources to
understand rights under IDEA and Section 504.
eTeaches parents and students how to participate
in IEPs and advocate for services.

eProvides live and on-demand trainings on topics
like early intervention, transition, and
accommodations.
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For help, fill out our Get Support 0
request form by visiting our website: WWW.WAPAVE.ORG Pﬂve


http://www.wapave.org/

PAVE
IEPs & 504 Plans

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES,
ELIGIBILITY, AND SUPPORTING STUDENT
SUCCESS

Visit Our Website
wapave.org @

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.



Tiered Model of Education Rights PAVE

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) individuals with disabilities.

Providing all children in the United
States the right to a free public
education “to ensure that every
child succeeds”

n cuperinien
Superintendent of Public
l Section 504 & ADA - Instruction (OSPI) is the

Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) . . _
Provides a full range of special S‘?Ct'o_'f _504 & Americans with
education programs and services Disabilities Act (ADA)
for qualifying students Guarantees non-discriminatory
rights to equitable access for

state educational agency.

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/family-engagement-and-guidance/eligibility-special-education
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/family-engagement-and-guidance/eligibility-special-education
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/family-engagement-and-guidance/eligibility-special-education

What is an Individualized PAVE
Education Program (IEP)?

C,: * Students a?ed 3-22, or until graduation from
— high schoo
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e . * Has been evaluated and determined to have a
1 f disability that negatively impacts learning

1 ) * Has unique needs that cannot be addressed
‘ through education in general education
, ‘ classes with or without individual
ﬁ | ' accommodations

B / * Qualifies under one of the fourteen (14)
¢ Sli%i%“ty categories listed in WAC 392-172a-

* Needs special education and related services
_ — § through an Individualized Education Program
e —— = A (IEP)

Washington Special Education Categories

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.



https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://padlet.com/pti4/pave-educational-support-links-ahuydt8pt5hifhbl/wish/KxJvag9dgXOVZAg0

PAVE
Categories for Special Education:
Washington State (WAC 392-1723-01035)

1. Autism 8. Multiple Disabilities

2. Deaf-blindness 9. Orthopedic Impairment

3. Deafness 10.0ther Health Impairment (OHI)

4. Developmental Delay (ages 0-9) 11.Specific Learning Disability

5. Emotional/Behavioral Disability 12.Speech or Language Impairment

6. Hard of Hearing 13.Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

7. Intellectual Disability 14.Visual Impairment including Blindness

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-172a-01035

PAVE
An Acronym to Remember!

F Free

FAPE ;.0

E Education

Services designed for progress, not just minimal benefit.

FAPE Fits Like a Proper Outfit

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://wapave.org/fape-fits-like-a-proper-outfit/

What is a Section 504 Plan?

Changes how a student learns, not what they
learn

e Available to students with a disability that substantially
limits a major life activity

* Ensures equal access and protects against
discrimination

e May include:

» Accommodations to support access to general
education

» Modifications to instruction or expectations
» Related services, such as counseling or therapy

e Requires identification, evaluation, and periodic review

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.
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Section 504

oCivil rights law preventing
discrimination.

eFor students with impairments
substantially limiting a major life
activity.

*Provides accommodations, not
specialized instruction.
eOverseen by the Office for Civil
Rights (OCR).

Section 504: A Plan for Equity, Access and Accommodations

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://wapave.org/section-504-a-plan-for-equity-access-and-accommodations/

SECTION 504 EVALUATION PROCESS

1. Is there a disability?

2. Does that disability impact a major life activity?

learning reading breathing talking
eating WalKing wieine SOCIAliZING
thinking attention part|C|pat|on

....................................



PAVE

Question Related to Section 504

Does a child with a disability need something to
access what non-disabled students access without
that support?

YES: Not serving the
identified need is
discrimination.

Steps to Request and Maintain a 504 Plan

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/mlNDZ3bmKGBbQznG

Examples of Section 504 Protections

 Classroom Accommodations -
extended time, preferential seating,
breaks

* Related services - nursing, counseling,
transportation

*  Environmental adjustments - ramps,
adaptive equipment, accessible
restrooms

Section 504 ensures students have the same access to learning as their peers; failure to
provide supports is discrimination.

PAVE

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.



Key Differences Between IEP and 504

Feature

Legal Authority
Type of Law
Eligibility Criteria
Purpose

Funding

Age Range
Supports

Parent Participation
Length of Services

Progress Tracking

Individualized Education Program (IEP)
IDEA

Education Law

Specific categories under IDEA

Provide special education

Yes

3-21

Special education

Equal members on the [EP team

Ends at high school graduation or 22

At least quarterly, includes goals;
triennial re-evaluation

504 Plan
Section 504
Civil Rights Law

Any disability impacting learning
Prevent discrimination

No

Lifespan

Accommodations, aids, and services
Right to participate

May inform college supports request

Periodic re-evaluation

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.



Questions the Team Must Ask

504 Plan

1.

Does the disability negatively impact the

student’s educational performance? 2.

IEP

1. Doesthe student have a
disability/disabilities?

2.

3.

Does the student require individualized

accommodations and specially designed 3.

instruction (SDI) to benefit from their

education?

Does the student have a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or
more major life activities?

Is there a record of such an impairment, or
are they regarded as having one?

Does the student need accommodations
or services to access learning in the
general education setting?

PAVE

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.



Procedural Safeguards

Procedural safeguards are a collection of legal assurances established to guarantee the active
engagement of parents and guardians in the educational planning for their children with

disabilities.
* Notice Washington Office of Superintendent of
* Protect access to information PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

* |nstitute procedures for resolving disagreements
* Review all educational records

* Obtain an Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE)
e Actinformally or formally OSPI’s Section 504 Procedural Safeguards

OSPI's IDEA Procedural Safeguards

* Civil Action

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.


https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/special-education/family-engagement-and-guidance/parent-and-student-rights-procedural-safeguards
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/equity-and-civil-rights/resources-school-districts-civil-rights-washington-schools/504-plans-and-students-disabilities

Resources

Educational Rights
e |DEA: The Foundation of
Special Education

 Section 504: A Plan for Equity,
Access and Accommodations

Section 504
 Steps to Request and Maintain

a 504 Plan

Individualized Education Program
(IEP)

e Steps to Read, Understand,
and Develop an IEP

e How to Request an Evaluation
for an IEP

 Washington Special Education
Categories

Copyright © 2026 PAVE. All Rights Reserved.

Free Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE)

 FAPE Fits Like a Proper
Outfit

Parents’ Rights to Participate
e Special Education Blueprint:

The Six Principles of IDEA

PAVE

PAVE Overview (1-pager)
PAVE Learning Library
Get Support from PAVE

PAVE


https://wapave.org/idea-the-foundation-of-special-education/
https://wapave.org/idea-the-foundation-of-special-education/
https://wapave.org/idea-the-foundation-of-special-education/
https://wapave.org/section-504-a-plan-for-equity-access-and-accommodations/
https://wapave.org/section-504-a-plan-for-equity-access-and-accommodations/
https://wapave.org/section-504-a-plan-for-equity-access-and-accommodations/
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/mlNDZ3bmKGBbQznG
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/mlNDZ3bmKGBbQznG
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/mlNDZ3bmKGBbQznG
https://wapave.org/steps-to-read-understand-and-develop-an-initial-iep/
https://wapave.org/steps-to-read-understand-and-develop-an-initial-iep/
https://wapave.org/steps-to-read-understand-and-develop-an-initial-iep/
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/j40PQD8rGzgjQvXB
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/j40PQD8rGzgjQvXB
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/j40PQD8rGzgjQvXB
https://wapave.org/washington-special-education-categories/
https://wapave.org/washington-special-education-categories/
https://wapave.org/washington-special-education-categories/
https://wapave.org/fape-fits-like-a-proper-outfit/
https://wapave.org/fape-fits-like-a-proper-outfit/
https://wapave.org/fape-fits-like-a-proper-outfit/
https://wapave.org/special-education-blueprint-the-six-principles-of-idea/
https://wapave.org/special-education-blueprint-the-six-principles-of-idea/
https://wapave.org/special-education-blueprint-the-six-principles-of-idea/
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/e9YpQN123rOVaxjM
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/e9YpQN123rOVaxjM
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/e9YpQN123rOVaxjM
https://padlet.com/pti4/pti-live-virtual-training-fggiot57gsk0nj32/wish/e9YpQN123rOVaxjM
https://pave-s-site-25bf.thinkific.com/bundles/educational-rights
https://pave-s-site-25bf.thinkific.com/bundles/educational-rights
https://wapave.org/get-help
https://wapave.org/get-help

PAVE

CONTACT US

 Language translation services available.

* Click Get Support at wapave.org to
complete a Support Request Form

e Call Toll Free: 800-572-7368

e We are here to support, not report.
Your journey is yours and your stories stay with you.

Disclaimers

PAVE's policy is to offer support, information, and training to families, professionals, and those interested in various topics. Please note that PAVE is not a legal
services agency and cannot provide legal advice or representation. The information is not intended for legal counsel and should not be used as a substitute for legal

advice.


https://wapave.org/
https://wapave.org/get-help

org




JOIN SOUTH SOUND
us! AUTISI

We are looking for: PARTNERSHIP

Steering Committee
Members

South Sound Autism Partnership is seeking parents, providers, and individuals on
the spectrum to help guide our work. We meet every other month (September—
May) to plan topics and speakers for our monthly community meetings.

Interested? Email: ssap@wapave.org

Learn More: southsoundautism.org



COME BACK
NEXT MONTH

Thank you for joining us today!
The next meeting will be on February 13th.
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